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Title of meeting: Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education

Date of meeting: 20 March 2024

Subject: SACRE National and Local RE Matters Report

Report by: Chris May, Secondary RE Teaching and Learning Advisor

Purpose of report:
The purpose of this report is to enable SACRE to consider key national and local RE
developments.

Recommendations:
That SACRE notes the report.

Executive Summary:

This report seeks to update and inform SACRE of key national developments, for
example the work of the Religious Education Council (REC), NASACRE, the RE
Hubs project as well as the Association of University Lecturers in Religious Education
(AULRE) and initiatives being led by the Culham St Gabriel’s Trust.

NASACRE is running its annual Westhil/INASACRE award and has invited SACREs
to submit their applications for an Award. The £4000 (max) award is intended to fund
a SACRE-led project that will enhance the quality of RE and or collective worship in
local schools, with the potential to have wider, lasting impact. The theme for this year
is Education into Diversity. The Westhill website and the NASACRE website has
further information. The closing date for applications is 31 March.

The NASACRE annual conference is Monday 20 May 2024. It is in York, but also
available online for SACRE members. The theme is:

How can SACREs support high quality RE & Collective Worship?

SACRE members are invited to contact the SACRE clerk if they wish to attend and
there is a maximum of 2 delegates per SACRE.

There is one further NASACRE webinar coming up this year:

Wednesday 26th June 2024, 6:30-8pm: So, you've joined your local SACRE...
Please contact the SACRE clerk if you wish to attend this event.

The Portsmouth SACRE monitoring report reveals positive comments from Ofsted
reports about RE in Portsmouth schools. In contrast nationally, the Ofsted Annual

Report from the Chief Inspector for the year 2022/23 refers to RE being of poor
quality across England. The report can be referenced here: The Annual Report of His
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https://www.westhillendowment.org/nasacre
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-annual-report-202223-education-childrens-services-and-skills/the-annual-report-of-his-majestys-chief-inspector-of-education-childrens-services-and-skills-202223
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Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education,Children’s Services and Skills 2022/23 -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) . SACRE members are encouraged to read the report and be
aware of the national picture, although it is not reflected locally. The Ofsted subject
report on RE is due out shortly and this will be circulated as soon as it is available.

RE Hubs continue to run FREE Places of Interest and School Speaker training
(POI&SS). The next dates for training are, 26 March, 18 April 2024 and all are online.
SACRE members are encouraged to register for training if they have not already and
to pass the details onto other school speakers they might know. Further details are
available here: Register as a school speaker (re-hubs.uk)

NATRE (National Association of Teachers of Religious Education) has produced a
toolkit for schools on bullying and belief:

‘This Bullying and Belief toolkit is a resource to support schools to deal with the topic
of religious bullying. It contains five 60-minute lessons for Primary and Secondary
schools, with resources and films on which to base your teaching within RE lessons.
Alternatively, the five lessons have been planned so that they can run as a drop-
down day or be used in tutor time or in PSHE sessions. The toolkit also contains
resources for organising assemblies around this theme.’

It is available for free on the NATRE website: Bullying and belief Toolkit Booklet Aug
2020.pdf (natre.org.uk)

Culham St Gabriel’s continues to run a national RE Leadership Programme, aiming
to support teachers developing their RE leadership beyond their own school, the
deadline for entries this year is 22nd March.

The University of Nottingham is running a film making competition for GCSE and A-
Level RE students. The theme this year is “Our Changing World: Census 2021 and
Religion”. There is a prize of £100 for the winning GCSE and A-Level entrant. More
information can be found here: David-Garlick-Prize-Competition-2024
(nottingham.ac.uk)

AREIAC (Association of RE Inspectors, Advisers and Consultants) and AULRE
(Association for University Lecturers in Religion and Education) will be holding a joint
conference on June 20th-21st at Newman University, Birmingham.

AREIAC will be running a webinar ‘Handling Sensitive Issues around Religion in
Schools’ on Monday 29th April 2024 1600-1730.

www.portsmouth.gov.uk
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